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CONEIDENTIAL STATE 116216 

E.O. 1 1652:ADS-DECLASSIEY UPON COMPLETION OE NEGOTIATIONS 
TAGS: MARR, OCLR, AS 

SUBJECT: ADVANCED RANGE INSTRUMENTATION AIRCRAFT (ARIA) 

STAGING 

1. THE NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION (NASA) 

IN COOPERATION WITH THE EUROPEAN SPACE AGENCY (ESA) WILL 
LAUNCH AN INTERNATIONAL SUN-EARTH EXPLORER (ISEE-C) 

SATELLITE ON 23 JUL 1978. THE LAUNCH WILL CONSIST OE 
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THIRTEEN EXPERIMENTS, ONE OE WHICH WILL BE RUN CONCURRENTLY 
WITH THE ISEE A AND B WHICH WERE LAUNCHED IN OCTOBER 1977. 

THE ISEE MISSION WILL BE AN EXTENSION OF INTERPLANETARY 
STUDIES WITH THE SPACECRAET SUEEICIENTLY OUTSIDE THE EARTH'S 
INELUENCE TO PERMIT COMPARISON WITH THE RESULTS OE THE ISEE 
A AND B MISSIONS, AS WELL AS OF PROBES TO OUTER PLANETS. 
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2. IN ORDER TO PROVIDE GLOBAL TELEMETRY SUPPORT EOR THIS 
IMPORTANT LAUNCH THE USAF HAS BEEN TASKED TO UTILIZE TWO 
ARIA TO OBTAIN TELEMETRY SIGNALS OF LAUNCH ASSOCIATED MARK 
EVENTS FROM THE SPACECRAFT OVER BROAD OCEAN AREAS, AND OVER 
THE AUSTRALIAN LAND MASS NOT COVERED BY GROUND STATIONS. 
REQUEST EMBASSY SEEK APPROVAL OF GOVERNMENT OE AUSTRALIA 
FOR THE OPERATION DETAILED BELOW. 

3. THE TWO ARIA WOULD RECEIVE, RECORD ON DATA TAPES, AND 
RETRANSMIT THIS DATA IN REAL TIME TO SELECTED GROUND 
STATIONS. BASED UPON PRELIMINARY CALCULATIONS, IT IS 
STRONGLY DESIRABLE THAT BOTH AIRCRAFT STAGE FROM RAAF 
PEARCE, AUSTRALIA TO SUPPORT THIS OPERATION. SPECIFIC 
MISSION SUPPORT POSITION LOCATIONS ARE 27-I5S. 105-35E. AND 
24-59S. 1 15-15E. BOTH AIRCRAFT WOULD HOLD AT THEIR 
SUPPORT POINTS UNTIL SPACECRAFT PASSAGE, AND THEN RETURN 
TO PEARCE RAAF (OR TO PERTH IE THE WEATHER AT PEARCE IS 
BAD. DEPLOYMENT BACK TO THE CONUS WOULD BE FROM PEARCE. 

4. THE AIRCRAET WOULD ADHERE TO THE EOLLOWING SCHEDULE 
PROVIDED THE LAUNCH IS NOT DELAYED (ALL TIMES, ALL DATES 
JULY): 

ARRIVE/DEPART ARIA(l) ARIA(2) PURPOSE 

DEP ANDERSEN AFB,GUAM 20/2300 20/2330 
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ARR DARWIN, AUST 21/0330 21/0400 CREW REST/EUEL 
DEP DARWIN, AUST 21/0530 21/0600 EUEL 
ARR RAAF PEARCE,AUST 21/0930 21/1000 CREW REST/FUEL 
DEP RAAEPEARCE,AUST 23/1300 23/1400 MISSION SUPPORT 
ARR RAAF PEARCE, AUST 23/1800 23/1900 CREW REST/FUEL 
DEP RAAE PEARCE,AUST 25/0100 25/0200 CREW REST/FUEL 
ARR DARWIN, AUST 25/0500 25/0600 CREW REST/EUEL 
DEP DARWIN, AUST 26/0500 26/0600 CREW REST/FUEL 
ARR ANDERSEN AFB,GU 26/1000 26/1100 CREW REST/FUEL 


5. BOTH AIRCRAET WOULD FLY STANDARD GENERAL AIR TRAEFIC 
ROUTING IN THE DEPLOYMENT AND REDEPLOYMENT PHASES OF THE 
OPERATION. DURING THE MISSION SUPPORT PHASE ACTUAL 
ROUTING OVER AUSTRALIA WOULD BE BASED ON THE FINAL 
DETERMINATION OF TEST SUPPORT POSITIONS AND WOULD BE 
PROVIDED IN THE AIRCRAFT DIPLOMATIC CLEARANCE REQUEST 
WHICH WOULD BE SUBMITTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE USAF 
FOREIGN CLEARANCE GUIDE. 


6. EACH ARIA AIRCREW WOULD CONSIST OF SIX OFFICERS, 
FOURTEEN ENLISTED, AND ONE DOD SPONSORED CIVILIAN FOR A 
TOTAL OF 21 PER AIRCRAFT OR 42 FOR BOTH AIRCRAFT. ALL CREW 
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MEMBERS WOULD BE U.S. CITIZENS AND WOULD POSSESS ALL 
REQUIRED IDENTIFICATION CREDENTIALS. 

7. ALL EQUIPMENT ON THE ARIA IS U.S. GOVERNMENT OWNED AND 

PERMANENTLY FIXED ON BOARD THE AIRCRAFT. ARIA CREWMEMBERS 

WELCOME THE OPPORTUNITY TO PROVIDE OFFICIALS OF THE HOST 

GOVERNMENT TOURS AND EXPLANATIONS OF THE MISSION AND 

AIRCRAFT OPERATION. ALL PHASES OF THIS PROJECT ARE UNCLASSI 

FIFO AND RELEASABLE TO THE HOST GOVERNMENT CONCERNED. CHRISTOPHER 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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